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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIALS
DO NOT DELAY

Deadline

S
om

etim
e this

com
ing sum

m
er,

take a trip to the C
alvary

Lutheran C
hurch

C
om

m
unity G

arden in
H

illsboro. There you w
ill

see a diverse group of
people of all ages
tending oversized plots
brim

m
ing w

ith veg-
etables, flow

ers and
varieties of herbs. The
garden has 32 garden
spaces. E

ight of these
spaces are reserved for
low

 incom
e fam

ilies.
The O

regon S
ynod

E
ndow

m
ent

C
om

m
ittee’s C

reative
M

inistry G
rant provided

$1000 of the ‘seed’
m

oney for this project
(pun intended).

Linn P
edersen, a

m
em

ber of A
ll S

aints
E

piscopal C
hurch in

H
illsboro grow

s produce
for the food pantry at her

church.  S
everal m

em
bers of A

ll S
aints tend to the garden

site grow
ing tom

atoes, artichokes, squash, sunflow
ers,

m
arigolds and zinnias. S

he said, “It is a joy to com
e and

w
ork here and to see everything grow

ing.  G
ardening

brings the com
m

unity together.  I have m
ade real friends in

the garden and I hope the friendship continues.”

M
ary O

rdal, of the H
illsboro P

arks and R
ecreation D

epart-
m

ent is a m
em

ber of C
alvary.  S

he w
as instrum

ental in
im

plem
enting the garden project.   “There are so m

any
interesting facets to this garden above and beyond the
production of flow

ers and veggies,” said M
ary. “The sense

of com
m

unity, of sharing, of w
itnessing the bounty of the

garden - w
ell, you get the idea.”

S
om

e gardeners have m
ade their plots fam

ily projects,
w

ith children learning planting and tending skills from
 their

parents. O
thers, brought together by com

m
on health

issues, share plots. S
om

e grow
 produce w

hich they
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hrist is Present in M

any
Places and in All People

G
ood S

hepherd Lutheran of A
lbany w

as a $1000
O

regon S
ynod C

reative M
inistry G

rant recipient for
2006.  This m

inistry grant has allow
ed the youth group

of G
ood S

hepherd to m
eet w

ith residents every three
m

onths to provide an outreach m
inistry.

They do this through song, w
ord, prayer and providing

a hands-on project. P
atsy C

hinn, G
ood S

hepherd’s
Youth and Fam

ily M
inistries C

oordinator, states, “O
ur

realization through this outreach has been that C
hrist

is present in m
any places and in all people. B

ecause
of this grant w

e have not only provided a m
inistry, but

also holiday gifts.”

The C
hildren’s Farm

 H
om

e is a Trillium
 Fam

ily
S

ervices organization.  It partners w
ith fam

ilies and the
com

m
unity to help children heal and to teach children

and fam
ilies to m

anage their ongoing m
ental health

care needs so children lead lives that fulfill their
potential.

P
atsy C

hinn, Youth &
 Fam

ily M
inistries C

oordinator , G
ood

S
hepherd Lutheran, A

lbany O
regon pictured w

ith a
quilt from

 the G
ood S

hepherd Lutheran youth group pur-
chased as a holiday gift for T

he C
hildren’s Farm

 H
om

e, A
T

rillium
 Fam

ily S
ervices organization.

Because of YO
U

...congregations are reaching out in their ow
n com

m
unities

creating a w
elcom

ing presence to the churched and unchurched.

G
arden D

esign
continued from

 page one
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R
egion

 1 R
esou

rce
To  reserve videos, call the R

egion 1 R
esource C

enter
at 1-800-755-5831 or 206-624-0093.  R

esource C
enter

hours are  M
onday through Friday

9:00 am
 - 4:00 pm

.

E
L

C
A

  R
esou

rces
M

aking C
hrist Know

n
2007 Available O

n Line
M

aking C
hrist K

now
n 2007

w
ill be available in late

January. Included in this
edition, you w

ill find “W
here

Your O
ffering G

oes” and
“W

e B
ring O

ur O
ffering.”

O
ver the past few

 w
eeks,

m
any congregations have

inquired about how
 to

obtain a one page sheet to
use at their annual m

eet-
ings. A

s a result, the P
D

F’s
are now

 on line. It is
available in black/ w

hite and
color for easy printing.
There are also m

any sizes
to choose from

. V
isit

w
w

w
.elca.org/stew

ardship/
for m

ore inform
ation.

.

Living Fully, D
ying W

ell:
A Study for Sm

all G
roups (D

-63)
O

ur best decisions about life’s m
ost im

portant events
are seldom

 m
ade in a tim

e of crisis. “Living Fully, D
ying

W
ell” is designed to assist us in m

aking careful, w
ise

and prayerful preparation for m
eeting life’s m

ost
im

portant m
om

ents.

In this program
, participants w

ill learn how
 to face

openly and unafraid the benefits and lim
itations of

aging and end-of-life decisions. There are eight
sessions that can be studied in a w

eekly sequence or
as stand-alone sessions. R

unning tim
e for each

session is approxim
ately 10 m

inutes.

P
roduced by A

bingdon P
ress, this adult resource is

suggested for sm
all groups, adult S

unday school,
evening program

m
ing and retreats. The form

at is D
V

D
.

A
sk for D

-63 w
hen you call.

C
ongregations In C

all Process/ Pastoral Vacancies

K
EY:

P=
Pastor

AP=
Associate

Pastor
LP=

Lead
Pastor
PT=

Part Tim
e

P=
Process

I=
Interviewing

C
=

C
alling

N
V=

N
ew

Vacancy
IN

T=
Interim

Pastor
C

H
=

C
haplain

C
ongregation

Status
Pastoral C

are

LP
Beaverton, Shepherd of the Valley

N
V

D
on Parsons (Pulpit Supply)

LP
G

resham
, Trinity

C

P
M

edford, Zion
P

Brenda Brow
n (IN

T)

P
Portland, G

ethsem
ane

P
D

ennis M
arttala (IN

T)

A
P

Portland, Resurrection
P

A
l Jensen (LP)

P
Prineville, O

ur Savior
P

Stan H
oobing (IN

T)

P
Roseburg, Faith

P
W

ally G
ustav (IN

T)

P
Silverton, Im

m
anuel

P
Tom

 H
iller (IN

T)

P
The D

alles, Zion
P

John Finstuen (IN
T)

donate to food banks. O
thers

like the cam
araderie w

hile
som

e enjoy the garden for just
its beauty. O

ne person said, “I
am

 a C
hristian and I am

 a
gardener.  I don’t have a
garden spot here, but this is a
w

onderful setting to sit am
id

this grow
ing garden, to eat m

y
lunch and to read m

y B
ible.”

“This upcom
ing season w

ill
be a fun season,” O

rdal said.
“W

e’re going from
 nothing - an

old law
n - to tilled plots.”

“C
om

m
unity gardens have

been on the com
m

unity w
ish

list for m
any years, and even

m
ore so as H

illsboro has
grow

n at urban densities w
ith

correspondingly sm
aller

private yards,” O
rdal added.

“W
e w

ere delighted w
hen

C
alvary approached us w

ith a
partnership proposal for
com

m
unity gardens.”

“A
lthough this is a sm

all site,
it’s a first step in com

m
unity

gardens,” said O
rdal. “C

alvary
and city representatives are
hopeful that the garden w

ill be
a successful m

odel that could
be replicated at other future
sites in the com

m
unity.”

Inform
ation taken from

 the
A

ugust 25, 2006 issue of the H
illsboro

Argus; article B
y JoA

nn B
oatw

right,
and C

alvary’s new
sletter, C

rossw
ay.
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IR
A’s A

n Expensive Inheritance
by Patricia Larsen, O

regon Synod D
irector of Planned G

iving

I
ndividual retirem

ent accounts (IR
A

s)
have becom

e a preferred w
ay to build

up retirem
ent assets for m

ost of us.
M

ost IR
A

s have had significant apprecia-
tion over the years.  For m

any the IR
A

m
atches or exceeds their hom

e real
estate value.

Ironically, the IR
A

 is the last of your
assets that you w

ant to leave to your
fam

ily.  W
H

Y?  IR
A

s are m
ore heavily

taxed than m
any other assets you could

leave to your heirs.  R
egular IR

A
s w

ere
not taxed and have grow

n tax free.  The
IR

S
 collects the taxes on IR

A
s as they

are distributed.  In other w
ords, as you

take them
 out in retirem

ent or w
hen your

children pay on w
hat has been left to

them
.

A
n illustration

You leave $500,000 in an IR
A to your

child w
ho is in a 28%

 tax bracket.  They
pay $140,000 in taxes and their inherit-
ance is w

orth $360,000.

W
hen you are planning your estate you

should consider leaving other assets to

your children.  Your gifts to m
inistry

should first com
e out of your IR

A
s as

they pay no taxes and thus receive the
full value of your gift.

M
inistry From

 Your IR
A

If you desire to give to m
inistry from

 your
IR

A
s in your lifetim

e you have a unique
opportunity this year.  U

nder the
P

ension P
rotection A

ct of 2006 you m
ay

use your IR
A

 to m
ake gifts during your

lifetim
e w

ithout undesirable tax conse-
quences.  If you are 70 ½

 or older you
m

ay transfer up to $100,000 directly to
charity from

 your IR
A

.

You m
ust com

plete the transfer prior to
D

ecem
ber 31, 2007.  You w

ill not
include the am

ount transferred in your
taxable incom

e but w
ill be able to count

it for purposes of your m
inim

um
w

ithdraw
al.  S

hould you w
ish to

discuss this option or w
ould like the

necessary form
s please contact our

synod’s director of planned giving,
Tricia Larsen.  S

he is available at 503-
244-4102 or B

lessed2G
ive@

cs.com
.

ELC
A Youth W

orker Extravaganza
February 1-5, 2007
Tam

pa, Florida

Y
outh w

orkers of the E
LC

A
, com

m
it-

ted to strengthening the C
hristian

faith lives of young people and their
fam

ilies w
ill soon gather at  the H

yatt
H

otel inTam
pa, Florida.

 The extravaganza is an annual training
event sponsored by the E

LC
A Youth

M
inistry N

etw
ork —

 an organization of
1,500 youth m

inistry professionals from
E

LC
A

 congregations and other expres-

14

Because of YO
U

...youth w
orkers  are stregthening the C

hrisitan faith lives
of young people nd their fam

ilies  in their ow
n com

m
unities.

sions of the church that provide leadership
in youth m

inistry. The training helps
participants increase their capacity for
effective leadership in youth m

inistries.

This year  four  O
regon S

ynod  m
em

bers
are attending: Lois B

row
n, E

m
m

aus,
E

ugene;  Lisa G
rey, Zoar,C

anby;  K
im

W
ienkoff, B

ethel, P
ortland;  and B

rian
B

row
n, M

ilw
aukie, M

ilw
aukie. Learn about

this event is at  w
w

w
.elcaym

net.org.

Every Tues.
10:00 A

M
Take Ten at Ten on Tuesday
Prayers and Staff M

eeting
O

regon Synod O
ffice

Feb. 3
O

utreach
O

regon Synod O
ffice

Feb. 5
8:30 A

M
-8:30 PM

Interfaith A
dvocacy D

ay
see page four for inform

ation
Feb. 5-7

W
inter T

heological Sym
posium

see page 7 for site locations
Feb. 5-6

8:30 A
M

Pre-R
etirem

ent Sem
inar

Em
anuel H

ospital
Lorenzen 1700

Feb. 6-8
1:00 PM

 start
First C

all T
heological Education

Cam
p Berachah, Auburn, W

A
Feb. 8

10:00 A
M

Interim
s

Em
anuel H

ospital
Lorenzen 1077

Feb. 9-10
R

egional  Youth C
ouncil

C
anby G

rove,  C
anby

Feb. 13
9:00 A

M
-3:00 PM

B
oundary W

orkshop
Resurrection Lutheran C

hurch
Feb. 22

11:30 A
M

-1:30 PM
Stew

ardship
O

regon Synod O
ffice

Feb. 23-24
O

regon Synod C
ouncil

N
ote L

ocation: St. Luke, Portland

February O
regon S

ynod C
alendar

IN
STA

LLATIO
N

S A
N

D O
R

D
IN

ATIO
N

S  (dates and tim
es are found online at www.oregon synod.org)

Ted H
am

m
ond- January 28-Installation at K

lam
ath, K

lam
ath Falls.

R
ob W

entzien- February 4- O
rdination at Redeem

er, Portland ; Installation at Shishm
aref, A

L.
C

huck H
unt- February 11-O

rdination and Installation at St. Tim
othy, Portland.

A
nn Schlossm

agle- TBA
-Installation at Valby, Ione.

John Strasm
an- February 18-Installation at G

loria D
ei, C

oos Bay.

P
R

AY
ER

S

Pastor Rick Jaech, Pastor D
el A

nderson, Janet D
unfee, spouse of Pastor Scott D

unfee, retired
Pastor A

rne K
nudsen, Pastor D

oug A
dam

s,  Pastor D
on Voeks, Pastor G

ary Sim
pson,

I N L
O

V
IN

G M
EM

O
R

Y O
F

Pastor K
urt Rizer, Pastor Rom

ano Soto Rank, and Pastor Roland H
ilding Sw

anson
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inter Theological Sym
posium

R
econciliation: The C

alling, Task, and C
hallenge in

the C
hurch and in the W

orld

February
5, 6, and 7, 2007
P

acific Lutheran U
niversity

5:30 pm
 -9:30 pm

This sym
posium

 offers tools that can open up
conversation and grow

th on this tim
ely them

e
am

ong congregations and groups w
ithin congrega-

tions across the P
acific N

orthw
est and beyond.

The Featured Speakers are: Ted K
ober, C

onflict
R

esources Lutheran C
hurch M

issouri S
ynod and

C
harles A

m
jad-A

li, M
artin Luther K

ing P
rofessor

for C
hristian M

ission and S
ocial Justice, Luther

S
em

inary.

B
oth speakers w

ill be at three sites:
Portland A

rea
February 5, 2007 at 5:30pm

-9:30 pm
C

oncordia U
niversity, P

ortland, O
R

N
orm

 M
etzler, R

egistrar 503-288-9371

Seattle A
rea

February 6, 2007 at 5:30pm
-9:30pm

Trinity Lutheran C
hurch, W

A
H

osted by Trinity Lutheran C
ollege

Low
ell Stim

e, R
egistrar 425-392-0400

Tacom
a A

rea
February 7, 2007 at 5:30pm

-9:30pm
P

acific Lutheran U
niversity, Tacom

a, W
A

Julie Josund, R
egistrar 253-535-7423

Interfaith A
dvocacy D

ay
February 5, 2007
First C

ongregational C
hurch

700 M
arion St. N

E
 and C

apitol B
ldg.

S
alem

, O
R

8:30 am
 - 4:30 pm

W
hen the O

regon Legislative A
ssem

bly convenes this
year, w

ill the 2006 election translate into law
m

akers
supporting econom

ic fairness and stability? Find out at

the 2007 Interfaith A
dvo-

cacy D
ay. The event w

ill
include w

orship, advocacy
training, keynote ad-
dresses from

 com
m

unity
and political leaders,
m

eetings w
ith law

m
akers,

and prayer and reflection.
A

fter lunch, participants
w

ill m
arch to the C

apitol
w

here they w
ill be greeted

by D
em

ocrat and R
epubli-

can representatives.
Follow

ing this reception in
the C

apitol G
alleria,

participants w
ill then m

ake
visits to law

m
akers.

C
onfirm

ed Speakers
M

ichael A
nderson, The

H
ousing A

lliance; R
abbi

M
ichael C

ahana, C
ongre-

gation B
eth Israel; Lisa

W
enzlick, St. Luke Luth-

eran C
hurch; and P

atti
W

hitney W
ise, O

regon
H

unger R
elief Task Force.

O
ther invited speakers

include B
ruce G

oldberg,
M

D
, O

regon D
epartm

ent of
H

um
an S

ervices; and
B

arbara R
oberts, form

er
O

regon governor.

YO
U

G
roups from

 congrega-
tions and com

m
unity

organizations are encour-
aged to participate.

R
egistration

The registration fee is $15
and includes lunch and
m

aterials. Look for m
ore

inform
ation and dow

nload
a registration form

 at
w

w
w

.em
oregon.org or call

503-221-1054.

13

W
e encourage you to
include the congrega-

tions listed in your ow
n

personal prayers and the
prayers of the C

hurch.

W
e ask you to pray for the

people of these congrega-
tions and their perspective
m

inistries.  Thank you
for being our prayer
partners!

Together in Prayer
Pray  for the Sunset C

luster

In Loving M
em

ory of Pastor R
oland H

ilding Sw
anson

R
etired P

astor R
oland S

w
anson

died M
onday, January 8th, at the

age of 91. H
e w

as the son of a
Lutheran P

astor, D
r. C

arl R
ubert and

M
alinda S

w
anson.  H

e w
as raised in

S
eattle, a graduate of B

roadw
ay H

igh
S

chool, P
acific Lutheran C

ollege, and
the U

niversity of W
ashington.  H

e
attended law

 school for one year at
the U

W
 and graduated from

A
ugustana Theological S

em
inary in

1942.  H
e w

as ordained by the
A

ugustana S
ynod serving M

essiah,
B

akersfield, C
A

; C
entral, Yakim

a, W
A

;
S

alem
, M

ount Vernon, W
A

, and
A

ugustana, P
ortland, O

R
.  H

e retired
in 1980.

H
e w

as active in church and com
m

u-
nity affairs in the places in w

hich he
served.  P

astor S
w

anson served as
the S

ecretary of the P
acific N

orthw
est

S
ynod of the Lutheran C

hurch in
A

m
erica from

 1962 through the
1970’s.

P
astor S

w
anson w

as preceded in death
by his w

ife, Isabelle, in N
ovem

ber of
2005 and by his parents and three
brothers. H

e is survived by his four
sons; P

aul, M
ark, P

eter and Thom
as

and their spouses, sixteen grandchil-
dren, and six great-grandchildren, a
brother and sister-in-law

, four nieces
and a nephew

.

M
em

orial gifts m
ay be given to

G
ethsem

ane Lutheran C
hurch, the

church in w
hich P

astor w
as baptized,

confirm
ed, m

arried, and a m
em

ber in
his latter years.  A

lso gifts m
ay be given

to the C
olum

bia Lutheran H
om

e, S
eattle

w
hich w

as established by G
ethsem

ane
under the leadership of R

oland’s father,
and to other m

inistries of the C
hurch or

charity of your choice.

P
eace be to his m

em
ory!  W

e celebrate
the prom

ises of the faith and the life and
w

itness of R
oland H

ilding S
w

anson.

A
R

O
U

N
D TH

E S
YN

O
D...

Light of Life, A
loha

M
ission of A

tonem
ent, B

eaverton
St. A

ndrew
, B

eaverton
St. M

atthew
, B

eaverton
S

hepherd of the Valley, B
eaverton

Taiw
an Lutheran, B

eaverton
E

m
anuel, C

ornelius
C

alvary, H
illsboro

C
om

m
unity of C

hristC
hurch, H

illsboro
Trinity, M

cM
innville

Joyful S
ervant, N

ew
berg

C
hrist the K

ing, Tigard
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G
lobal M

ission Event
M

arch 10, 2007
S

ponsored by O
regon and

S
W

  W
ashington S

ynods
Trinity Lutheran, 309 W

 39th
St. Vancouver, W

A
9:00 am

 - 3:00 pm

The G
lobal M

ission E
vent is

open to w
om

en and m
en of all

ages. A special children’s
program

 for ages 5-12  runs alongside the adult pro-
gram

. “G
lobal K

ids” w
ill be led by Lisa G

ray, Youth
D

irector at Zoar Lutheran, C
anby, and the five teen

recipients of scholarships to P
oland in the sum

m
er of

2006.

S
unitha M

ortha, A
ssociate D

irector for G
lobal E

vents and
M

ission Interpreter w
ill be the presenter. W

orkshops w
ill

introduce you to w
ays you can incorporate global

program
s in your ow

n congregation and program
s in

countries around the w
orld-C

hina, A
frica, M

id-E
ast.

Lunch is free and the event is free!

First C
all Theological Education Program

Feburary 6-8, 2007
C

am
p Berachah near Auburn, W

A
1:00 pm

 - starting the 6th
noon -ending the 8th

This program
 is designed for pastors and A

IM
s w

ho are
in their first three years of rostered m

inistry. The E
LC

A
requires participation in this program

. C
ost for the event

is $200 w
hich includes room

 (double occupancy),
m

eals, snacks, program
, and the resource book.

This year's them
e is leadership in the congregation.

O
ne of the presenters is S

haron D
aloz P

arks, D
irector

of Leadership for the N
ew

 C
om

m
on, an initiative of the

W
hidbey Institute in C

linton, W
A

. R
esource text is her

book, Leadership C
an B

e Taught (H
arvard B

usiness
S

chool P
ress, 2005). O

ther presenters include the five
B

ishops of R
egion 1 and eight other staff (experienced

rostered persons from
 the R

egion's synods).
To register or for m

ore inform
ation, contact

the LE
N

S
 director,  John R

osenberg at
rosenbergjohn@

com
cast.net or 360-606-9114.

The G
lobal M

ission
Event W

ill H
ave

A Plethora of
 W

orkshops:
 (a full list of w

orkshops
and m

ore inform
ation is

available at
w

w
w

.oregonsynod.org/
about/globalm

ission.php.)

  1. C
om

panion S
ynod

       W
orkshops:

  2. C
hina S

ervice Ventures
  3. E

thiopia - “M
ekane

      Yesus C
hurch -

      B
rothers and S

isters
      in C

hrist”
  4. E

LC
A

 W
orld H

unger
      inform

ation and stories
  5. W

hat happens w
hen

      you return hom
e?

  6. G
lobal A

dvocates -
      W

om
en of the E

LC
A

 -
  7. “A

 look at Islam
” and

      “W
om

en in M
iddle

      E
astern C

ulture”
  8. M

ission trips to M
exico

  9. B
read for the W

orld

O
ther O

pportunities
”Fill the B

arnyard” -
O

regon S
ynod congrega-

tions are asked  to collect
m

onies for an anim
al of

their choice- pig, goat,
chicken, rabbit, or cow

.
There is a barnyard to fill!

A
 special offering w

ill be
taken for the  O

regon
S

ynod scholarship fund for
“Young A

dults participating
in the E

LC
A Youth Volun-

teer program
 and for the

S
W

  W
A

 scholarships fund
for N

am
bian students.

12

P
astor R

am
ona S

oto-R
ank

died Friday, January 12,
2007. S

he w
as born to

Florinda Lynch D
avis S

oto and
Joe S

oto on February 6, 1944.
A

s an  enrolled
m

em
ber of the

K
lam

ath Tribes
of O

regon,
R

am
ona’s  role

in the N
ative

A
m

erican
com

m
unity

originated in S
E

O
regon.  In 1962

she  w
as

crow
ned the 9

th

M
iss Indian

A
m

erica . In this
role she w

as
able to m

eet
w

ith people
such as Jackie
K

ennedy,
B

obbie
K

ennedy, and
then O

regon
G

overnor M
ark

H
atfield discussing native

issues. R
am

ona began
college at U

niversity of
W

yom
ing, Laram

ie, and
continued her education at
C

olorado W
om

en’s C
ollege in

D
enver.

A
 m

em
ber of the K

lam
ath

Tribal C
ouncil, R

am
ona

w
orked to get the K

lam
ath

Tribes restored and recog-
nized in 1986. D

uring this tim
e

she w
as  the E

xecutive
D

irector for the A
ffiliated Tribes

of N
orthw

est Indians,  an
organization representing 49
federally recognized tribes in
A

laska, Idaho, M
ontana,

O
regon and W

ashington.

In Loving M
em

ory of Pastor R
am

ona Soto R
ank

S
he w

as appointed by the G
overnor to the O

regon
state com

prehensive em
ploym

ent and training board
and served as the Inter Lutheran C

oordinator for
N

ative A
m

erican C
oncerns in O

regon and a represen-
tative to the N

ational Indian Lutheran B
oard from

 1972
to 1987.

R
am

ona
w

orked  w
ith

the Luther
S

em
inary, St.

P
aul, M

N
 and

w
ith P

acific
Lutheran
T

heological
S

em
inary,

B
erkeley, C

A
.

S
he served

on the first
E

LC
A

 C
hurch

C
ouncil  in

1988 and w
as

elected to the
E

LC
A Steering

C
om

m
ittee for

the C
om

m
is-

sion on M
ulti-

C
ultural M

inistries. R
am

ona w
as P

resident of
the N

ative A
m

erican/A
laska N

ative A
ssociation.  In

2000 R
om

ona w
as ordained. S

he w
as one of only

three N
ative A

m
erican w

om
en ordained in the E

LC
A

.
H

er congregational m
inistry began at A

ugustana
Lutheran C

hurch, P
ortland, as an A

ssociate M
inister.

S
he continued to serve there until she retired last

N
ovem

ber.

H
er m

inistry w
ork  expanded to a global scale.  S

he
w

as credentialed by the Lutheran W
orld Federation to

be on the U
nited N

ations w
orking group on the

D
eclaration of R

ights of Indigenous P
eople. S

he w
ent

to G
eneva, S

w
itzerland to w

ork out of the office of the
U

. N
. H

igh C
om

m
issioner of H

um
an R

ights. S
he also

continued to serve on the B
oard of D

irectors of
H

.O
.N

.O
.R

.  S
he served on the m

ulticultural board of
visitors for O

regon State U
niversity and on the com

m
it-

tee for developing and opening the Longhouse at
P

ortland State U
niversity.

In addition to her husband
Larry, R

am
ona  survived by

her tw
o sons (Larry Jr. and

Todd), tw
o daughters

(R
eneé and R

ebecca),
daughter-in-law

s C
ecily

and Jenifer, grandsons
Jasper and E

than, and her
third grandson expected to
arrive in A

pril. H
er m

other,
father and brothers
preceded her in death.

Your prayers are deeply felt
and greatly treasured.
C

ondolences m
ay be sent

to the fam
ily at 13007

Frem
ont Street, P

ortland.



 w
w

w
.oregonsynod.org    503-413-4191   oregonsynod@

qw
est.net

2800 N
. Vancouver, Suite 101, Portland, O

regon 97227-1643
6 It’s all about M

inistry and M
ission!

by M
argie P. Fiedler, M

IF Area Representative

“W
hen w

e buy property, w
e are alw

ays asking, how
does this expand our m

ission?  W
e look at this

house purchase and say, how
 can this help us

m
inister to the com

m
unity?  B

uying this property
opens up new

 possibilities for us.”  P
astor M

ark
B

rocker, St. A
ndrew

 Lutheran, B
eaverton.

“W
hen St. A

ndrew
 m

ade the decision in 2001, N
O

T to
leave our present location, w

e w
ent to w

ork to plan
and prepare for the future. W

hen w
e originally

purchased our land back in 1987, it w
as not desig-

nated as w
et lands. N

ow
 that 6 of our 9 1/2 acres are

w
et lands, w

e knew
 w

hen property around us cam
e

up for sale, w
e w

ould need to act quickly,” said B
ob

C
ornie, St. A

ndrew
s m

em
ber.  “Thanks to the M

ission
Investm

ent Fund w
e w

ere able to get a loan to
purchase the house that is on the property w

e need;
M

IF has been a G
od S

end for us.”

St. A
ndrew

s council president, C
hris, agreed, “A

nd
just think the interest w

e pay for our loan, goes to
support other congregations and m

inistries”   St
A

ndrew
 hopes to be able to pay off their loan early.

W
ith no pre-paym

ent penalty for early pay off, the
M

ission Investm
ent Fund of the E

LC
A

 is the perfect
place to borrow

 from
, w

hen you need m
oney for

capitol projects.

TH
A

N
K

S
 to all of the individuals, the 48 congrega-

tions, the synod, Lutheran C
am

pus M
inistry of

C
orvallis, and the P

ortland E
ducation Foundation, of

the O
regon synod w

ho invest m
oney w

ith the M
ission

Investm
ent Fund, w

hich allow
s the fund to lend

m
oney.

For M
IF loans and investm

ents inform
ation: M

argie
Fiedler at 208/664-7973 m

argie.fiedler@
elca.org

C
hurch B

uilding C
onsultant:  P

hil R
oe at 615/649-

0454, ext. 225 philip.roe@
elca.org

O
regon Synod

C
ouncil Training

Program

Program
 O

bjectives
The O

regon S
ynod provides

council training to help church
council m

em
bers and congre-

gation leaders understand
their role and responsibilities
in the context of their faith in
Jesus C

hrist and in relation-
ship to the church. Leadership
skills, valuable resources and
w

hat w
orks in other congrega-

tions are shared.

Program
 Form

at
·4-6 hour w

orkshop
·scheduled cluster or individual
congregation
·designed for church council
m

em
bers, pastors, and

congregation leaders

Content
C

ongregation planners and
synod w

orkshop leaders w
ill

select topics to be covered
depending on the
congregation’s need and
situation.

Som
e O

ptions:
·priority setting/planning
·organizing
·fiduciary responsibilities
·leadership skills building
·conflict m

anagem
ent

·team
 building

·next step opportunities
·ethics
·other requested topics

To schedule a w
orkshop or for

m
ore inform

ation contact B
onny

G
roshong at 503-226-3659 or

bonnygroshong@
yahoo.com

 or
D

eb M
antey,  at 503-413-4191

or dm
antey@

qw
est.net.

Because of YO
U

...congregations of the O
regon

Synod are able to expand and  provide new
opportunities to m

inister to the com
m

unity.

In Loving M
em

ory of Pastor K
urt R

izer

P
astor K

urt R
izer, 51,

died January 3, 2007
from

 com
plications of a

brain aneurysm
.  P

astor
R

izer w
as serving as the

P
astor of S

hepherd of the
Valley Lutheran C

hurch in
B

eaverton, O
regon.

P
astor R

izer w
as a loving

husband to his beloved
w

ife of 25 years, G
ale, and

devoted father to his
adored daughters, M

egan
and K

elsey R
izer.

R
izer received his B

achelor’s D
egree

from
 P

acific Lutheran U
niversity (1979)

and a M
aster’s of D

ivinity from
 Yale

U
niversity (1982). O

ver the past 23
years, he and his fam

ily served
parishes in B

ellingham
 and Spokane

before com
ing to Im

m
anuel Lutheran

C
hurch in Vancouver, W

A
, w

here he
m

inistered from
 1986 to 1998. From

1998 to the present, K
urt w

as P
astor to

the com
m

unity of S
hepherd of the

Valley Lutheran C
hurch

in B
eaverton, O

R
.

P
astor R

izer w
as an active participant

and leader in m
any church and

com
m

unity activites, com
m

ittees, and
boards. H

e w
as passionate in his faith

and love of parish m
inistry and con-

stant in the engagem
ent of the life of

faith and the church w
ith its interface

w
ith the culture.

In addition to his w
ife and daughters,

K
urt is survived by his parents, Jean

R
izer of S

eattle, W
A

 and W
illiam

 R
izer

of B
radenton, FL; sisters, B

eth
M

cD
onnell and G

w
en M

allory of S
eattle;

brother, E
ric R

izer of S
eattle, as w

ell as
extended fam

ily.

M
em

orial gifts m
ay be given to the

S
hepherd of the Valley Lutheran

C
hurch B

uilding Fund.
G

ifts m
ay be sent to

S
hepherd of the Valley

Lutheran C
hurch, 17625

N
W

 C
ornell R

oad,
B

eaverton, O
regon

97006.C
ondolences m

ay
be sent to the R

izer fam
ily

at 3801 S
E

 182nd C
ourt,

Vancouver, W
ashington

98683.

O
n behalf of m

yself, and our daughters,
M

egan and K
elsey, our sincere thanks

for all the love and prayers w
hich so

blessed K
urt and our fam

ily during his
recent health challenges. This sam

e
love has been extended to us during
these past w

eeks as w
e have

struggled to find our w
ay w

ithout
husband and father. There have been
so m

any gifts of cards, rem
em

brances,
and flow

ers during this tim
e of loss. In

the m
idst of our sorrow

, the relation-
ships that K

urt so faithfully nurtured,
have reached out to com

fort us. W
e

thank you for your kindness and for
celebrating his life in a m

ost pow
erful

w
itness to G

od’s love and prom
ise

during his M
em

orial service on January
10, 2007. W

e w
ere in aw

e w
hen w

e
saw

 all that cam
e to be at our side and

now
 so clearly understand K

urt’s love
of you as colleagues in m

inistry. K
urt’s

love of the C
hurch as the vehicle for

bringing others to faith w
as forever on

his m
ind and heart. H

e had a passion
for creating com

m
unity and conversa-

tion. W
e thank you for being a part of

K
urt’s life and w

e hold dear all w
ho

gather in H
is nam

e to carry on the w
ork

of our Lord and S
avior, Jesus C

hrist.

B
lessings,

G
ale R

izer; gale.rizer@
gm

ail.com

Thank You From
 the R

izer Fam
ily


