SoulCafé.org
BELIEVING IN THE CHURCH

Project Believe! may best be described as
“Research and Development” for the Church
of Jesus Christ here in Oregon. A fluid and
open team of prayer warriors, visionaries and
hopeful members, the team meets regularly
to help our church live into the future.

Edwin Rourk, above, is a member of First
Immanuel Lutheran Church in downtown
Portland, OR. As a member of the church
council there, and a member of the Believe
Team, Edwin heard the team’s concerns over
isolation and challenges within congregations.
As a Community Manager and consultant by
profession, Edwin helped organize and
develop Project Believe’s first tangible
project - Soul Café. Join the conversation

at www.soulcafe.org

Soul Café is a growing, online, community of
collaboration and care, tackling the
challenges and opportunities before the
church today. It is a direct result of Project
Believe’s approach of listening and praying
with the Spirit as we witness our way into the
exciting days ahead.

Mission
Statement:

We believe God loves everyone in this
increasingly disconnected and constantly
changing world.

We believe when we show up Christ is
already there waiting with the courage to
engage this world.

We believe you are essential, inside,
outside and on the margins; the Spirit
nudges all of us into God’s mission.
Project Believe is our way of saying, “Yes”
to the challenges, opportunities and
transformation of living into being Christ’s
Church here in Oregon today.

Project Believe seeks to identify and
support a variety of initiatives that are
local and global grassroots and faithful to
the Gospel.

Members of the Portland based Clos Enuf Quire
pay a visit to Hermiston’s new mission
congregation,

Grace and Mercy

Lutheran Church.
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The Oregon Synod - ELCA
2800 N Vancouver Ave. - Suite 101
Portland, OR 97227
www.oregonsynod.org


http://www.soulcafe.org/
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'S OF BELIEV

l 4 Kelsie Nedrow(left).

Former OLYO officer & Oregon
Synod Council member.

Good Shepherd Lutheran,
Albany, OR.

Church in Portland, OR.

_ - Bethlehem has deter-
e, SN mined that they can no
longer support both their

"% church building and a
— vital ministry. The
congregation is now “nesting” with other
cluster congregations as they discern a faithful
way forward.

Leif Rustad is president
= -~ of Bethlehem Lutheran
gi b

Travis Van Horne (right) is

a member of Ascension o .
Lutheran in Medford, OR. ! g/ ‘gj
A 2010 HS graduate, Travis -

was sent by the Oregon

Synod to serve as a Voting .
Member of the 2011 CWA. ~
He spoke courageously
about his own experiences with bullying in an
Assembly debate over an anti-bullying campaign.
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I Craig LeMay is a candi-
. ~ for diaconal ministry
-~ i— from the Oregon Synod.
As a future minister of
Word and Service he
is passionate about food
and ministry as inter-
sections of faith and life. Craig volunteers as a
member of the Believe Team and works with
“Third Space,” a new ministry in Gresham, OR.

Pr. Melissa Reed serves as mission developer for
the Leaven Project in North Portland. She works
intentionally with de-churched, un-churched and
long time church goers alike.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What exactly is Project Believe?

Project Believe is “Research & Development”
work for the church of tomorrow. Immersed
in prayer, open to the Spirit, relationship
based and open to all God brings to us
Project Believe seeks to identify and support
a variety of new missional initiatives.

Isn’t Project Believe also about
raising Money?

Absolutely! Project Believe is also a
three year initiative to raise $250,000
for the funding and support of new
ministry opportunities. Soul Café has
been the first initiative born out of, and
partially funded by, Project Believe.

How do | know where my money
goes with Project Believe?

“Research & Development” by nature is
fluid and experimental. A Believe Team,
in conjunction with the Oregon Synod
bishop, oversees the initiatives and work
of Project Believe. Web updates and
projects descriptions are available at
www.oregonsynod.org/believe and on
Soul Cafe.

How can | participate in Project
Believe?

+ Pray for the work of our church.

+ Be informed and advocate for Project
Believe in your home congregation.

+ Join the Believe Team & dream with us.

+ Make a generous donation to our work
for the church of tomorrow.


http://www.oregonsynod.org/believe

